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The Genesis of Herman Zhou Art Hub and the inaugural exhibition” In Situ”

The inception of the Herman Zhou Art Hub can be traced back to a lighthearted
conversation after seeing an exhibition in Tai Kwun, Hong Kong when Herman
shared his vision of establishing an artist-in-residency at his villa in Koh Samui
about twelve months ago. We envision the hub to be a base where creative
minds from different regions and origins come together to exchange ideas in a
tranquil environment away from the hustle and bustle of the world. The
programme is designed to provide artists with the space and resources to
develop their practice, experiment freely, and engage directly with the local
community.

To kick-start the first edition of this programme, we are thrilled to welcome the
cross-disciplinary artist Li Weiyi from Changsha, China to spend five weeks in the
residency.

Being for the first time in Thailand, she embraced this new environment with an
open mind and enthusiasm. Over the action-packed five weeks, we collaborated
with students from two local international schools, ISS and PBISS, to facilitate a
series of workshops under our 'The Lab' initiative, an engaging programme that
takes the artist's studio beyond the residency to be among the community where
the artist and the participants collaborate and inspire each other.

Arriving on the island amidst the change in the seasons, we have encountered
unpredictable weather patterns - days of rainstorms alternating with calmer
periods. Much like the world outside during this time, we sense a palpable wind
of change. The new global dynamics and intensified geopolitical conflicts have
prompted us to contemplate how humanity might move forward. Perhaps we can
learn from this small coconut island of Koh Samui. Only 227 square kilometres
with a population of 70,000 consisting of diverse ethnicities and beliefs,
predominantly Thai and Buddhist, they welcome 3,000 tourists on average daily.
Their ability to coexist peacefully serves as an inspiring example as we navigate
these turbulent times.



With this perspective the concept of the first edition of this project is built on our
relationship with the island and our relationship with the universe and what we
can leave behind for the land and people with whom we have connected. Li Weiyi
responded to it with a meditative approach by looking at this new people and new
land from a special angle, as a way to get to know a new friend.

"Ground View #1", "Ground View #2", and "Care" take the concept of the island's
local animistic beliefs. The "Care" series takes us to the heart of the Spirit
Houses found within the Art Hub's residency and neighbourhood, inviting us to
see our world through their eyes. Li has placed a panoramic camera among the
figurines in these sacred spaces, capturing 360-degree views that reveal the
territories they are tasked with protecting. Rendered in a book sleeve format,
each print offers a glimpse into the surroundings from the Spirit Houses' unique
vantage point.

In Thai households, the Spirit House are elegantly ornate shrines placed in
auspicious corners, where spirits from the land are invited to reside. These
figurines, resembling respected elders, are believed to bring good fortune and
protection to the inhabitants, who in turn maintain the shrines through continuous
offerings and care. The care and efforts each party puts in are reciprocal.

“Ground View” series are the results of two very successful The Lab workshops.
The school ISS has two rooms where big chunks of rock are exposed as the
rooms are carved around a huge granite rock. The predicament attracted our
attention immediately. Weiyi quickly decided to make an artwork based on it
through collaboration with the students. In a workshop the students worked in
pairs to 3D scan each other’s palm placed on the rock. With 3D modeling, the
scan images are collaged together to resemble the actual rock revealing a view
from below the surface. An imagined space is opened up. For the first time, a
real exchange between the rock and the students was made.

“Ground View #2”, similar to “Ground View #1”, is a collaboration with the school
PBISS. A group of their primary, secondary school students, teaching staff and a
parent met us at Samrong Beach. They helped each other to 3D scan their feet
on the sand. Through similar processing as Ground View #1, the resulting
artwork offers a unique perspective - a view from below the sand beach,
observing quietly the stream of feet as they pass by.



Both works reference the Cueva de las Manos (Cave of Hands) in Argentina
where outlines of stencilled human hands were found on the wall of the cave
made over 10,000 years ago. Those handprints serve as a record of the tribe's
connection and shared memory.

“‘Bead #1” and “Bead #2 “ were the first artworks produced upon our arrival. Li
Weiyi presents a buddhist view on time and our place in the universe through the
metaphor of a looping animation made up of a panoramic view of a reflective ball
which represents our experience of life is made up of a chain of moments of our
awareness.

The exhibition comprises a body of eight artworks created by digital tools in
moving image and printed formats situated in the dinning room and the living
room of the property. Some of the artworks like “Beads #1” and “Bead 2#” are
from images taken within the residency. It's a tour that starts from the villa and
moves on to unusual corners of the island to see the landscape imaginatively.

The first edition of this programme has been made possible with support from
different parties. Special thanks to Mr. Herman Zhou for his faith and generous
resources provided for the project, Li Weiyi for her trust and the enormous effort
she put in and for her just being an inspiration and joy to be with, Mrs Desiree
Lopez, Mr. Stephen Andrews and students of ISS and Ms. Caroline Flinders,
Mrs. Leah Hall and students of PBISS for making The Lab workshop a success,
the hospitality team including Xiaolong for showing us the magic of the island and
for just being a solid person we can count on anytime, Ah Jie for making sure all
our needs are covered, and last but not least Anna and her family for showing us
authentic Thai hospitality and for their smiles making us feel at home.
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